LESSON 5 - Building Courage To Tell Others About Christ

OVERCOMING THE FEAR OF REJECTION

After lack of motivation, a major reason why most people do not engage in personal evangelism is the fear of rejection. 

· The fear of being turned down

· Laughed at

· Looked upon by others as "religious fanatics"

How does one overcome the fear of rejection?

TRY TO PLEASE GOD, NOT MAN!

Galatians 1:10 - For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a servant of Christ.

If we are serious in our desire to be the servants of Christ, then we must make sure it is God we are trying to please, and not man. This is not to suggest that we give no thought as to how to be more pleasing in our demeanor or presentation of the gospel, but it does mean that we should be more concerned about what God thinks, than what people may think.

BE PREPARED!

Being prepared is one of the best ways to increase your confidence.  How nervous do you feel when you have to give a presentation at school and you haven’t prepared?  VERY!  Will you be nervous if you have spent adequate time preparing for your presentation?  Possibly, but you will sure feel a lot better about it – you will be more confident and eager to do what you need to do.  In the same way, BE PREPARED when you talk to others.  First of all, PRAY (see the next section for more on this)!  And, don’t neglect Bible study time.  Just like studying for a test prepares you for that subject, constant Bible study will allow you to feel comfortable and prepared when you talk to others about God.

PRAY FOR BOLDNESS

Paul was one who wrote about his own fears when it came to sharing the gospel with others (1 Cor 2:1-3). But he believed in the power of prayer to provide boldness and solicited the prayers of others as well in this regard (Eph 6:18-19). In this he was not alone, for when Peter and John had been threatened, they returned to their company and together prayed for boldness, and the Lord answered their prayer (Acts 4:29-31)!

So as we prepare ourselves to engage in personal evangelism, if we find ourselves lacking courage, then let our preparation include diligent prayer for boldness. Even as you walk up to a door, or approach someone you plan to invite to services or to offer a Bible study, say a short prayer asking God to give you the boldness necessary to say what you have planned to say.

STEPS IN BUILDING COURAGE TO TELL OTHERS ABOUT CHRIST

(1) Start out sharing Christ in a way that will not bring you face to face with people.

What are some ways we could do this?

· Select some tracts you feel contain a good message and carry them in your pocket, purse, or car.

· When you go into a public restaurant, leave it on your table with your tip.
· When writing letters to friends/relatives, put a tract in the envelope, or include one in the bills you pay!

· Leave a tract in a phone booth, at a Laundromat, on the seat of a taxi or bus, in a restroom.

· Create your own flyer and post it on public bulletin boards!

Once you’re taken such steps, you've sown the seed and done what you are supposed to do. The tract/flyer may be thrown in the waste paper basket and someone else may fish it out and take it home and his neighbor may come over and read it.

I’ve heard of a custodian who was cleaning a bathroom, saw a tract and read it, later obeying the gospel and is today a gospel preacher! Another case involved a woman who was visiting her daughter, saw a tract on the coffee table that had been sent through the mail, read it and contacted the person who sent it, later obeying the gospel (even though her daughter, the original recipient of the tract, had no interest in it!). This is one way that the written word lasts longer than the spoken word!

· Interface with people over the Internet

· Discussion Groups

· Chat groups

· Create your own Christian-themed website!

· What other ways can we interact with people in a non-threatening manner like this?

(2) Let your light shine naturally when around non-Christians.

Matthew 5:14-16 - “You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

What message does this send to others?  How might it affect them?

Not to make a spectacle of yourself, but to quietly confess through your actions and normal speech that you are a Christian. There is a difference between doing things to be seen of men (which is condemned by Jesus), and doing things that are seen by men (which is commanded by Jesus).

What are some examples?

· When you eat in public places, offer thanks for your food. This can be done silently, with a bowed head.

· Keep a Bible with you at all times and don't be ashamed to be seen reading it. At work on your desk, keep a Bible; in your purse, pocket or coat, keep a New Testament and read it as you have opportunity.
· In our conversation we can identify ourselves with Christ.  Casually make mention of things which indicate your faith in God.

· A friend at work has confided in you with a problem; tell him in all sincerity, "I will keep you in my prayers."

· In everyday conversation you might mention some useful point made by the preacher, Bible class teacher, or what you gleaned from your own private study.

· Give credit to the Lord when the occasion calls for it ("I thank the Lord for my good health").

How do these things create opportunities for us?

Casual conduct and expressions like these (when done sincerely) not only help to build courage, they often serve as "door-openers" for people to inquire about your faith.

(3) Identify who you are (i.e. Christian) and personally hand your friend (prospect) a resource of some kind to introduce them to the gospel.

You are not directly teaching yet (only using "indirect" teaching methods), but you are beginning to deal a little more directly with people.

What are some examples of how this can be done?

· Give a tract to a friend and say, "This is a short explanation of the gospel of Christ. We've been friends for sometime now and I would like for you to read this and tell me what you think."

· Ask them if they are interested in studying the Bible on their own time, at their own pace, in their home, through a correspondence course.

· Offer to give them a cassette or video tape of a sermon and ask them if they would be interested in hearing what the Bible says about (any subject)...

CONCLUSION

At this point you are actively involved in sharing the gospel with others, even though you may only use "indirect" methods. From here, you may decide to try to set up home studies to be taught by yourself, or to set up studies for others to teach. In either case, you are doing much for the Lord!

