LESSON 7 – Teaching a Small Group Evangelistic Bible Study

LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO START AN EVANGELISTIC STUDY

Rather than getting into religious discussions when it is not convenient (such as at work), always think in terms of turning religious inquiries into an opportunity to set up a class or home study with the person.

What are some of the advantages of doing this?

· Those who are not seriously interested in spiritual matters will not consent to a study; therefore this will distinguish between the truth seekers and those who are not

· It gives you time to carefully prepare your lesson(s)

· A discussion of religious matters is more productive when there is ample time, and the Bible is open to answer any questions

· There will be fewer hindrances should the person decide to obey the gospel at that time

How do you set up a Bible Study with someone?

Setting up a class is easy - just ask!  If the person says no, then just leave them with an open invitation to a class anytime in the future.

TEACHING SKILLS FOR SMALL GROUP EVANGELISTIC BIBLE STUDIES

(1) LISTEN TO OTHERS AND CARE ABOUT WHAT THEY SAY

This principle is key to any effective communication, whether it occur in business, family relationships, or religious discussions. Applied to teaching others, what types of things would this involve?

· Asking questions, then listening carefully to what the other person is saying

· Occasionally repeating what they say, to make sure you properly understand them

· Endeavoring to know their own doctrine as well if not better than they do themselves

· Trying to put yourself in their place, imagining what they must feel like to have their cherished beliefs challenged

This will not only improve your ability to effectively communicate with them, but will also increase the likelihood they will reciprocate by carefully listening to you!

(2) DON’T GET DRAWN INTO POINTLESS ARGUMENTS

People will frequently disagree with you, though some may later change their minds. How can we disagree without being "disagreeable?" How can we discuss religion without getting into unproductive arguments? Here are suggestions based upon the Scriptures:

Galatians 6:1-4 - Brothers, if someone is caught in a sin, you who are spiritual should restore him gently. But watch yourself, or you also may be tempted. Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. If anyone thinks he is something when he is nothing, he deceives himself. Each one should test his own actions. Then he can take pride in himself, without comparing himself to somebody else.

2 Timothy 2:23-26 - Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will.

Proverbs 15:1-2 - 1 A gentle answer turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger.  The tongue of the wise commends knowledge, but the mouth of the fool gushes folly.

1 Peter 3:15 - …Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and respect…

· Maintain a spirit of gentleness and humility; but for the grace of God you would be lost too!

· Refuse to be drawn into religious quarrels; if a discussion degenerates into one, admit your own faults and suggest the study continue at another time

· Be patient; some people take longer than others

· If necessary to correct someone who opposes you, do so with humility

ARE ARGUMENTS / DISAGREEMENTS OK?

· As the teacher, you set the tone for the study.  Allow arguments to a degree.  Keep them civil and make sure that they are productive to the study.

· Arguments are going to step on people's pride, but then again at times people's pride needs to be stepped on if they are going to progress towards the truth.  Naturally the immature will have a hard time tolerating conflicts.

· Shutting others down and denying expression destroys the spirit of the discussion as well.

· Too much control is a bad thing in such a study (you are thinking for them), as well as too little control (no direction). 

(3) ANSWER QUESTIONS BY LETTING OTHERS “READ IT FOR THEMSELVES”

When people ask questions, it is best to answer them with the Scriptures. Use an OPEN Bible to answer their questions. Better yet, have them read it out of their own Bibles.  What are some reasons for doing this?

· They are more likely to understand the point you are trying to make if they can both read and hear it

· It is hard for them to disagree with what they can read for themselves in their own Bible

· You gain their respect and confidence that you are only teaching the Word of God, and not the ideas of men

So as often as possible, let them answer their own questions by having them read it for themselves!

(4) USE DIFFICULT QUESTIONS TO SET UP FUTURE STUDIES

A fear many people have in teaching others is that they will be asked a question for which they do not know the answer. But such questions can be advantageous if handled properly! Here is how:

· Don't try to bluff your way through a subject you are not prepared for; gain respect for honesty by admitting your need to study further.

· Use that difficult question as a reason to continue the study on another occasion; explain that to give an answer the question deserves, you will need to study more and come back at another time.

· Make sure you follow up on getting answers to these questions!

What might at first appear to be a stumbling block to a teacher can actually be a stepping-stone for increased opportunities!

(5) CLOSE EFFECTIVELY

After you have presented the material in your lesson(s), you need to ask for a response. This can often be the most difficult part of teaching, for now you are asking the person to make a judgment about the truthfulness of what you have been teaching them, and to make a decision as to whether they will obey it. To close effectively, you might ask the person the following questions... 

· "Does this make sense?"

· “What do you think about the material we have studied?”

· "Is there anything I have said that you do not understand?"

· "Have I been teaching you anything other than what the Bible teaches?"

Assuming the person answers favorably, you then need to make the actual request. A simple and direct question is all that is necessary: "Would you like to obey Christ now and be baptized for the forgiveness of your sins?", or “Would you like to become a Christian?”

If the person says no, you might ask why not, and depending upon the answer, study some more or set up a time for future study. In any case, let the person know that you are always ready to study further should they be interested, and that you are always available should they decide to obey the gospel. Remember, what you sow today may take time before it finally brings forth a harvest.

(6) LET THE DECISION BE THEIRS

We should strive not to use subtle ways to move someone to do something they really don't want to do (sort of like a salesman trying to make a close with someone who is really not sold on the product!). Since conversion occurs only when our faith is working in cooperation with God's power, it is absolutely necessary that the prospect has truly come to faith and repentance before they are baptized.

Unless the person you are studying with believes with all their heart, God's blessings provided in baptism will not be found!  Therefore, we need to be careful not to apply undue pressure.  While we want to encourage others to obey the gospel, we must make sure that the decision is theirs.

So be careful to let gospel of Christ be the converting power, not "persuasive words of human wisdom" (1 Co 2:4). If a person understands what the gospel says, a simple request accompanied with an earnest plea for obedience to Jesus Christ should suffice.

