EVANGELISM, CLASS 2 – LESSON 2 – Bible Study Walkthrough

STUDY #1 -- The Authority of the Scriptures

OPENING PRAYER
2 Peter 1:20-21
He says:  above all, if you get anything, get this.  Important concept!  The writers of these books were not merely interjecting their own ideas, but every word is exactly the way God wanted it.  In effect, GOD is writing through them by inspiration of the Holy Spirit!  So, scripture is not open for interpretation - it is absolute truth - it is understandable and should be clear to understand God's commands.  We cannot go by feelings, but by the word of God only.  

Q: Are you willing to accept that the Bible is God's word, and not just something created by the opinions of men?

2 Timothy 3:16-17
Q: What are some of the things that strike you about this passage?

A: (1) ALL scripture is God-breathed.  The Bible is our Absolute Truth.  Since it is all inspired, we cannot "pick and choose" the parts that we like or we think are inspired.  (2) The Bible is useful, relevant.  It corrects us - if we were not wrong, we wouldn't need correcting.

Q: What are the purposes of these things: Teach, rebuke, correct, train?

Q: Are you allowing the scriptures to do these four things in your life?

Hebrews 4:12-13
The Bible again claims to be relevant (it is not outdated).  It is living and active.

Q: What does that imply?

A: It claims to convict us and expose our hearts.

Q: The Bible is compared to what?

A: A double-edged sword

It cuts us.  When it cuts, it hurts.  Have you ever cut yourself while slicing a tomato?  It hurts, right?

A better analogy would be to that of a surgeon's scalpel.  Let's say a local doctor was offering free brain surgery.  Anyone want to take him up on it?  How about if you have a fatal brain tumor and the only hope you have of survival is to go under the knife.  Anyone more interested now?

Its not that we want to be cut, but we need it.  Just like our physical bodies can be subject to cancer, and other diseases, our spiritual lives can be invaded by malignant tumors of sin.  The word cuts the bad out, so that we can be right with God.  We need to understand that the Bible WILL do this - whether we are willing or not, but our willingness will allow God to bring about changes in us.

Q: Is it a bad thing when you read God's Word and you are cut and convicted?  Why?  Are you willing to allow the scriptures to cut you like this?

2 Timothy 4:2-4
Unfortunately, we will always be able to find people to tell us “what our itching ears want to hear”.  For example, TV evangelists might say "send me money and God will return it tenfold".  The world around us tells us "do whatever you think is right not what God says is right".  Is the “if it fells good, do it” mentality one that we should be living our lives by?

Q: Why will people find the truth of God's word to be such a problem?  What should we learn from this?

A: People don't want to have to change themselves - its often very inconvenient and painful.  It’s easier to find someone to say what you want to hear.

John 8:31-32
Q: Who is Jesus speaking to?

A: The Jews who had believed him. 

Q: Just because someone believes, does that make them a Christian?

A: No!

Q: What must a disciple be like?

A: They must hold to Jesus' teachings.

Important notes:

(1) Intellectual belief is NOT enough

(2) Sincerity does not equal truth.

The Jews were sincere and honest, but wrong.  Jesus says you must also obey his commands.  So, we can be sincere but wrong.  The only perfect truth is in God's word.

Imagine yourself at a football game for your favorite team.  Fourth down.  Tension is high, as your team is making a run at the end zone in the final seconds.  The running back takes the ball and plunges over the top.  A touchdown!!  Or so you think.  The crowd erupts as they believe your team has jumped ahead.  But the officials make no sign of a touchdown.  You honestly believed with all your heart that it was a touchdown.  That didn't make you right.

The point is this - anyone, including religious people, can be wrong.  Don't rely on what someone has said or what you have been taught all your life about God, rely on the scriptures - it will never be wrong.

James 1:22-25
Q: Is it simply enough to know a lot about the Bible?

A: No, because the Bible is useful and relevant, it must be obeyed.

We can't be deceived into thinking just because we read the Bible, or even that we KNOW God’s will, that we are OK.  The scriptures promise you will be blessed if you DO what they teach you.

Q: What is the major problem in simply listening to God's word and not obeying it?

It’s important to be a do-er of the Word.  Just reading or knowing God’s Word is not enough.

James 2:19-24

Discuss how “intellectual belief” is not sufficient to make you pleasing to God.  Even the demons believe, but that does not make them “right” with God.

Matthew 7:24-27
Q: What lesson does this give us?  What does "put into practice" imply?  How would putting Jesus' words into practice give us stability in life?

Jesus does not promise freedom from problems - both were stormed on.  He only promises victory over problems if we obey.

Q: Are you prepared to make Jesus' words the foundation of your life?

Matthew 15:1-9
---------------------------

| ANOTHER OF MAN’S FENCES |

|  -------------------    |

|  |   MAN’S FENCE   |    |

|  |  -------------  |    |

|  |  | GOD’S LAW |  |    |

|  |  -------------  |    |
|  -------------------    |

---------------------------

Q: What's going on here?

The Pharisees are trying to catch Jesus in a trap.  Their tradition was not in the Law - just Pharisaical law.  "Honoring" your parents means more than just an occasional "mom, you're great!", but also caring for them in their old age.  Their tradition was to make a one time offering in the name of your parents to the temple and that would suffice.  Jesus gets angry at this attitude!

Q: What does he say to them?

A: Your tradition NULLIFIES the word of God!

Q: What got him so upset?

A: A tradition of man being taught as if it were the word of God, making up their own version of what God wants them to do.

To have God's word as our authority means we must continually let it call us to re-evaluate our beliefs - are they based on God's word?  Jesus is so upset that he calls them hypocrites.  Their hearts are far away.  They are merely paying "lip service" to God.

Q: He says they worship in vain.  What does that mean?

A: You might as well not even do it.

Q: So, how does God feel about our "traditions"?  Are you willing to let God's word alone be your authority and not any man-made traditions?

1 Timothy 4:16
Q: So, what do we need to do?

A: Watch our life and doctrine closely

Q: Why?

We must be firm in God's word, and we must live a good life.  Doctrine IS important.  Living IS important.  Neither one of these can stand alone.  It's like asking which wing of the airplane is more important.  They are both equally important.

Q: How do these 2 things affect each other?

A: What we believe has a profound influence on how we act!

John 12:47-48
Q: Why is it so important to go by God's word alone?

A: It will be our final judge!

Traditions will not be the standard.  Feelings will not be.  Only God's word.  Therefore, the extremely important question to ask ourselves is this:

Q: Will we allow God's word authority over our lives, feelings and traditions?

Acts 17:10-12
Q: What kind of attitude do these people have?

A: Eager.  Noble character.  They examined the scriptures DAILY to see if what the apostles were saying was true.

Q: What bearing could this have on “blind acceptance” of the teachings of religious leaders?

A: Many times - whatever the preacher says, goes (or the pope, etc.)

But these people checked it out, and these were the APOSTLES teaching them!

Q: How did they study?

A: Each day

Q: Why?

A: To gather enough info to see if the teaching was true

That's why we're here today, so that you will have enough information to make a decision about Christianity.  You need to be like the Bereans - study the scriptures for yourself and examine God's word with great eagerness.  Don't just accept what you are taught.  We all have a personal responsibility to think and decide for ourselves.

Q: Are you prepared to accept this challenge to be like the Bereans?

Summary (read aloud):

- All scripture is God-breathed, God inspired the writers

- God's word is relevant to us today

- God's word cuts us and convicts us - this hurts

- God's word is absolute truth

- Belief is not enough.  We must obey God!

- We must put the Bible into action

- Other people can be wrong, rely on God's word

- We need to rely on God's word, not traditions

- Life and Doctrine are both very important

- Jesus' words should be the foundation of our lives

- Jesus’ words will be our final judge

- We should examine the scriptures for the truth, rather than relying on what others tell us

SET UP NEXT MEETING TIME

CLOSING PRAYER

