REVELATION – Chapter 1


Part 1   vs. 1-9, Introduction

I. Rev. 1:1-3 – The book is described

A. Revelation – Apocalypses – comes from two Greek words

1. apo – from, and calupses – cover,  from cover or an uncovering

2. The nature of apocalyptic literature is symbols in a day of conflict about the victory of the righteous.

3. Who were the 5 listed in vs. 1? See vs. 4

4. Why was it written in symbols?  So the letter would be allowed to go off the island prison to the seven churches. See vs. 9

B. Blessed is he that reads, hears and keeps

C. Time is at hand – quickly – compare Dan. 12:4 and Rev. 22:10

II. Rev. 1:4-7 – Greetings – The message and destination described 

A. Grace and peace – the message this revelation will convey

B. Seven churches – seven real churches in seven real cities

1. It has been said that the situations described in chapters 2 and 3 cover any problems that arise in the church?

C. Who is this from? See vs. 1, 4, and 5

1. Seven Spirits?  Our first test in interpreting numbers.  How might seven be significant?

2. The Christ is described in seven ways in vss 5-8. All these descriptions are significant to this book or they would not be here.

i. faithful witness –the things in this book will happen

ii. first begotten of the dead – even the oppressor’s death was powerless over Him

iii. Prince of kings – Who is really in charge of this world?

iv. loved us and washed us from our sins – protects us 

v. made us kings and priests – those in the church are the real kings, each has direct access to the throne of God - priest

vi. Alpha and Omega – there are no things not under Christ’s ultimate control

III. Rev. 1:9 – John was in prison

A. Patmos was an island prison, much like our Alcatraz

B. Landed in prison due to his work for God

      Part 2   vss. 10-20  Christ Among The Candlesticks

I. Rev. 1:10&11 – In the Spirit on the Lord’s day, hear a voice with a command

A. Vs. 10. In the Spirit – Spirit was talking directly to John in words and motion pictures – See vs 11

B. Vs. 10. The Lord’s day – Sunday – 1st day of the week

C. Vs. 10. What did he hear?

D. Vs. 11. Can you identify the voice?  God is warming us up with easy interpretations for our interpreting of this Revelation.

E. What is John to do with the things he sees?

F. Who should he send them to?

II. Rev. 1:12-16 – A vision of Christ

A. vs. 12 1st time John sees Jesus since Ac. 1:8&9 – He sees a  GLORIFIED CHRIST

B. vs. 12 Candlesticks = Churches - See vs. 20

C. vs. 13 Son of Man – See Dan. 7:13&14

D. vs. 13 Garment to the foot… high priest’s robe Ex.  28:4, & king’s robes I Sam 18:4, 24:5

E. vs. 14 Head and hair white as wool – Dan. 7:9 Ancient of Days
F. vs. 14 Eyes …fire – Dan 10:6, Jn 2:24, Jn. 13:26, Omniscient

G. vs. 15 Feet like burnished brass – Dan. 10:5, Ezk. 1:7, Judge
H. vs. 15 Voice…waters – Ezk. 43:2, God’s Messenger
I. vs. 16 Right hand...seven stars – Job 38:31, Providential One
J. vs. 16 Two edged sword – Rev. 19:11-16, 12:19, Vindicator
K. vs. 16 Face…sun shining – Mt. 17:1-8, Jg. 5:31, Glorious One
III. Rev. 1:17-20 – John’s reaction and his commission

A. vs. 17 What is John’s reaction?  Did he die?  

B. vs. 17 Who comforted John? Which hand touched John? Gen. 48:11-20, Ex. 15:6, Mk. 10:37

C. vs. 18 resurrected, THE LIVING ONE Whose God can make that claim?  

D. vs. 18 Keys = control of hell and death

E. vs. 19 John’s commission – WRITE – vision past, present, future

F. vs. 20 mystery is something heretofore unknown – Rom 16:25, I Cor. 15:51

G. vs. 20 candlestick = churches, the right to be a church can be taken away Rev 2:5

H. vs. 20 stars = angels of the churches

1. not heavenly workers working for the church but a word used to designate the church as if it were a single personality

a. not by the angel but to the angel Rev. 2:1

b. the messenger told to repent Rev 2:5

