REVELATION – Chapters 2 & 3
Letters to the Churches


Introduction: 

A. Chapter 2 contains 4 letters, chapter 3 contains 3 letters.

Chapter 2;
1. Ephesus,   2. Smyrna,   3. Pergamos,   4. Thyatira

Chapter 3;
1. Sardis,   2. Philadelphia,   3. Laodicea

B. All seven churches should be looked at together to see the similarities and better understand each letter.

C. Structure of the letters


1. To whom the letter is addressed


2. By whom the letter is dictated (told in symbols)


3. Confirmation that the situation in that church and that city is known


4. Praise for the good they have done


5. Statement of the problems in that church


6. Solution to the problems


7. Command for all to listen and understand


8. Promise to those who endure to the end

D. To understand each letter we should study the city and times of that church.  Each church then (and now) is influenced by their community.  Understand the city and it may help us understand the root of the problems in that church.

E. The problems in the seven churches can represent (in principal at least) all the problems in all the churches of John’s day and in any time.  

I. Ephesus vss 1-8

1. To:  the angel of the church at Ephesus

2. By: He that holds the seven stars in His right hand, He that walks in the midst of the seven golden candlesticks

3. Praise:  I know your works and toil and patience…can’t bear evil men…tried false apostles…have patience and did bear for My name’s sake…not grown weary…hate the works of the Nicolaitans which I also hate (vs. 6)

4. Problems:  left your first love

5. Solution:  remember from where you have fallen, repent, and do the first works or else I will come…and move your candlestick_ out of it’s place

6. Command:  He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

7. Promise:  He that overcomes…eat of the tree of life…in Paradise

II. Smyrna vss 9-11

1. To:  angel at the church of Smyrna

2. By:  the First and Last…Who was dead and lived and again

3. Praise:  tribulation, poverty (but you are rich), blasphemy of false Jews from synagogue of Satan

4. Problems:

5. Solution:

6. Command: Fear not the things you are about to suffer:…devil will cast some into prison…tribulation ten days…Be faithful unto death

7. Promise: crown of life (victory crown)

III. Pergamos

1. To: angel of the church at Pergumum

2. By: He that has the sharp two edged sword

3. Praise:  you dwell where Satan’s throne is (capitol of province/politics, seat of pagan deities, emperor worship) and hold fast My name…did not deny My faith even when Antipas was killed

4. Problems: few things (not many) some (small amount?)  hold to the teaching of Balaam…cast a stumbling block before the children of Israel…eat things offered to idols (not just eating, I Cor. 8) …commit fornication (often part of idol worship)…some hold the teaching of the Nicolaitans

5. Solution: Repent or I will quickly make war with the sword of My mouth

6. Command: He who has an ear…hear what the Spirit says to the churches

7. Promise:  he that overcomes I will give hidden manna & a white stone with a new name on it which no one knows but he that receives it

IV. Thyatira

1. To: the angel of the church of Thyatira

2. By: Son of God, eyes like a flame of fire and feet like burnished brass

3. Praise: your love and faith and ministry and patience…last works are more than your first

4. Problems: you allow Jezebel who calls herself a prophetess, teaches and seduces My servants to fornication and eating things sacrificed to idols…I will kill her and her followers

5. Solution: those who do not join Jezebel hold fast 

6. Command: He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

7. Promise: he that overcomes I will give authority over the nations (kings?) …and the morning star (Rev 22:16 Jesus is the morning star)
V. Sardis

1. To: angel at the church of Sardis

2. By: He with the seen Spirits of God and the seven stars

3. Praise: You have a few names that did not defile their garments vs. 4

4. Problems: have a name that you live but are dead

5. Solution: be watchful and establish the things that remain which were ready to die…no works perfected... remember and repent…I will come as a thief

6. Command: He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

7. Promise: He that overcomes will be arrayed in white garments…not blot out his name…I will confess his name before God

VI. Philadelphia

1. To: the angel of the church of Philadelphia

2. By: He that is holy, true, has the key of David, opens and none shall shut, shuts and none shall open

3. Praise: you have a little power…and did keep My name and did not deny My name

4. Problems: 

5. Because you kept My word I will keep you from the hour of trial…

6. Command: He that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

7. Promise: He that overcomes I will make a pillar in the temple of God and write My new name and the name of the city of God on him 
VII. Laodicea

1. To: the angel of the church of Laodicea

2. By: the Amen the faithful and true witness the beginning of the creation of God

3. Praise: 

4. Problems: neither cold nor hot, you consider yourself rich, in need of nothing but are miserable and poor and blind and naked

5. Solution: buy of Me gold refined by fire and white clothes and eye salve…repent…let me come into you

6. Command: he that has an ear let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches

7. Promise: he that overcomes I will give him to sit down with me in my throne

