Chapter 9 – REVELATION

Trumpets 5 and 6 – The Warnings Continue


Introduction:  

A.  Ch. 8 vs. 13 calls for 3 woes, the last 3 trumpets.  Ch. 9 presents the first two of those woes, trumpets #5 and #6.  The message of the scene can be lost in an attempt to understand the difficult imagery of chapter 9.  Before we begin the task of decoding the imagery let us take a look at the chapter’s message.

B. Trumpet 5 has smoke darkening the light, humans are to walk in the light (I Jn. 1:7) but this fallen star is making the light harder to see (vs.2).  The earth’s walking in darkness causes a tormenting of the very ones who walk in darkness but not those walking in light (vs. 4).  The tormenting is presided over by a king known as “Apollyon” (the destroyer).  Sin, though pleasurable for a season, culminates in torment (remember David and Bathsheba and the fact that the sword never left his house?)

C. Trumpet 6 appears to illustrates wars that come upon sinful nations (vs, 15) (Isa. 10:6f).  Sin (selfishness) left unbridled becomes a national epidemic.  When a nation’s selfishness grows to fruition they will become embroiled in war with other nations.  God uses corrupt nations and their wars to punish and overthrow other sinful nations.  The Assyrians punished Israel (Isa 10:25-26), a century later the Chaldeans (Babylonians) punished the Assyrians and Judah (Hab. 1:6-11), The Medes and the Persians punished the Chaldeans (Isa. 44:27-45:7, Jer. 51:11, 28). 

D. Nations and people who are chastised by war rarely recognize the chastisement for what it is and do not repent (20-21).

I. The 5th Trumpet – The 1st Woe - notice the use of “like” and “as” – not literal!
A. vs. 1, Star fallen from heaven to earth

1. Does the star symbolize Satan, a ruler, an angel or simply personify evil?   

2. The key symbolizes some authority over the pit

B. vs. 2, smoke darkening the light

1. light is truth 

2. the first thing God did after creating the universe was separate light from dark (Gen 1:3&4)

C. vs. 3-4, locusts that hurt people not vegetation

1. They hurt only the rejecters of God, not Christians!

2. The sin the world rolls in will not have direct action on those who do not sin

D. vs. 5-6, cannot kill but men will wish for death

1. unchecked sin creates an atmosphere that makes life nearly unbearable

2. five = all that should be (5 foolish and 5 wise virgins (Mt. 15:2) 5 talents (Mt. 25:15)

3. months not literal, but taken with the “5” = all the earth dwellers will be effected (as opposed to a third in the 6th seal that die)

E. vs. 7-10, a description of the locusts – Read Joel 1:3&4, 2:3-5a &12

1. war horses – fierce, savage

2. crowns like gold – appearance of victory but not

3. faces like men – These locusts, when closely inspected were the people themselves.  The people were their own enemy.

4. hair like women – appeared beautiful

5. teeth like lions = but a wise person will avoid

F. breastplates of iron – very difficult to defeat

G. sounds of chariots – imagine thousands of chariots rolling across uneven ground toward you, wish for swift death?

H. vs. 11, Hebrew Abaddon = Destruction, Greek Apollyon = Destroyer

II. The Sixth Trumpet – The 2nd Woe – Wars upon the evil nations

A. vs. 13-14, A voice, a command, 4 bound angels, the Euphrates

1. The voice comes from the alter in front of God, authority.

2. Commands the 6th angel to release 4 bound angels

a. same as 7:1?

3. Euphrates the river to the north from whence God’s judgments come in the form of armies.

a. Jer. 1:13-16

b. Jer. 46:9-10

B. vs. 15, This warning would do more than cause suffering or harm, it would kill!

1. third is appears to be enough to make the point but not by any means all

C. vs. 16, Armies, 2,000,000, cavalry

1. God uses armies to defeat evil nations.

a. see Intro. Part C.

2. KJV says 2, 100, 1000 – strength, worldly completeness, duplicated completeness

3. For the vision horses and riders depict the armies

D. vs. 17, Riders with breastplates of colors, horses with lions heads

1. color of fire-red, hyacinth-blue, brimstone-yellow

a. may have to do with the burning and smoke of brimstone-sulfur

2. The horses have ferocious heads, belching fire smoke and sulfurous gas.

3. God used brimstone as judgment in the OT

a. Gen 19:24 Sodom & Gomorrah

b. Ps. 11:6, Upon the wicked…brimstone

c. Ezk. 38:22, judgment…fire and brimstone

4. Sulfur is burned yet today to create a poisonous gas

E. vs. 19, Horses have tails of snakes heads which do harm

1. The army killed upon attack and left the battle field in a suffering condition.

F. vs. 20-21, Mankind does not repent of sin against God

1. worship demons – loving evil and evil things

2. idols – gold to wood, declining order of value, all are useless

G. vs. 21, Mankind does not repent of sin against mankind

1. murders - no respect for human life

2. sorceries – from pharmekeia indicates use of drugs in incantations, casting of spells, appeals to occult powers

3. fornication, immorality – all sorts of immoral sexual perversions

4. thefts – no respect for the property or hard work of others 

Summary:  God uses natural calamity, internal decay and external armies to deal with evil nations.  He set laws in motion that have always brought about these results (a strong and benevolent nation will overcome natural calamities, a selfish nation will falter; a nation of high morals will thrive but a nation of low morals will decay at its very root - family values; a Godly nation will be a blessing to surrounding nations but a selfish and controlling nation will breed adversaries) and they always will.  The problem is that bringing evil to its knees is only temporary.  It always revives to become strong again.  Individuals and nations seldom learn, repent, and live righteously.  Look at the nations referred to in the Bible.  Egypt, Israel during the period of the judges, David and Solomon’s mighty kingdom of Israel became the northern kingdom of Israel and the southern kingdom of Judah, Assyria, Babylon, the Medes and the Persians, the Greeks, and now the Romans.  A better solution than the destruction of nations is needed, a solution that will thwart evil forever.  GET READY FOR THE 7TH TRUMPET!!!

