Chapter 11 -- REVELATION

The Two Witnesses; The 7th Trumpet


SUMMARY

The 6th trumpet is described in 9:13-9:21.  Chapter 10 starts the interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpets.  Chapter 11 continues this interlude, where two more visions are seen.

The first involves John himself as he is given a reed and told to measure the temple of God, the altar, and those worshiping there. He is instructed, however, not to measure the court outside the temple, for it has been given to the Gentiles who will tread underfoot the holy city for forty-two months (1-2). This vision may illustrate that while the church will undergo great persecution, and outwardly appear to be trodden underfoot, its inner spirit will not be harmed.

Then there is the vision of the two witnesses, which falls into three sections. With power they prophesy 1,260 days, clothed in sackcloth. Identified as the two olive trees and the two lampstands standing before the throne of God, they have the power to devour with fire from their mouths those who wish to harm them. They also have power to stop the rain during the days of their prophesying, to turn water to blood, and to strike the earth with plagues (3-6). But when their testimony is completed, the beast from the bottomless pit makes war with them and kills them. For three and half days their bodies lies in the street of the great city that is spiritually called Sodom and Egypt (where Jesus was crucified). Those who had been tormented by the two prophets rejoice, make merry and exchange gifts (7-10). However, after three and a half days they are raised to life and ascend into heaven, bringing great fear on those who saw them. In the same hour a great earthquake occurs in which a tenth of the city fell and 7000 men were killed. The rest were afraid and gave glory to God (11-13).

The two witnesses are certainly reminiscent of Moses and Elijah, but they probably do not indicate two literal persons. Rather, they represent the witness of the church, with the number two signifying the strength of their witness (e.g., "two or more witnesses"). As suggested by Hailey, the first period may be the apostolic age during which the witnesses could not be destroyed. When their testimony is completed, there will be a time of persecution by "the beast" and those of "the great city" (who will be identified later). Ultimately, however, the witnesses (i.e., the church) will be victorious, symbolized by their resurrection and ascension to heaven.

The sanctuary with its worshipers is under the protection of God – Satan cannot touch these.  However, the holy city, the members of the church, would be trodden under foot by her enemies for a troubled period of tyrannical oppression.  In spite of the tribulation during that time, God's witnesses would continue to bear testimony as they passed through trials, oppression and death.  Ultimately they would be victorious.

The time of witnessing falls into three periods.  The first is the apostolic age, during which the witnesses could not be destroyed.  When the apostolic testimony was complete, the church definitely established, and when the truth had been preached and written, witnessing entered a second period.  It was during this period that the beast from the Abyss attempted to destroy the witnesses, causing them to endure great trials, in which they were killed. The third period is one of victory for the faith and its martyrs, symbolized by their resurrection and ascension into heaven.  Since that time, the witnessing has been carried out by those who hold fast to the blood of the Lamb, and who do not hold on to their lives, even to the point of death.  In the trial of this victory, the corruption of the great city and old paganism began to break up as men come to recognize the power of God and truth. There is no wholesale conversion of the world, but there is a weakening of paganism's former control over men.

The interlude ended, it is time for the third woe, and the final trumpet. As the seventh trumpet sounded, loud voices in heaven proclaimed "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!" The twenty-four elders then fell on their faces and worshiped God, giving thanks to Him for having taken His great power and reigned. While the nations were angry, His wrath has come. So has the time for the dead to be judged, for His servants the prophets and the saints to be rewarded, and for the destruction of those who destroy the earth. Then the temple of God was opened in heaven, with the ark of the covenant in the temple, accompanied by lightning, noises, thunder, an earthquake and hail (15-19).

MEASURING THE TEMPLE OF GOD (1-2)

The 6th trumpet is described in 9:13-9:21.  Chapter 10 starts the interlude between the 6th and 7th trumpets.  Chapter 11 continues this interlude, where two more visions are seen.

Continuation of the vision in which John was told to eat the little book

· Prophecies of judgment to be spoken against the world of the ungodly

· The 144,000 who had been numbered and sealed by God are now represented as a measured temple

THE COMMAND TO MEASURE THE TEMPLE AND ITS OCCUPANTS (1)

· John is given a reed like a measuring rod

· Told to measure the temple of God, the altar, and those who worship there

VERSE 1

· Who gave John the reed to measure?  Probably the angel who gave him the little book.

· The temple/tabernacle was a representation of the church.  In John's vision, the temple is the sanctuary of God, where all the true worshipers were.  The altar is the golden altar upon which the incense of prayer and devotion are offered (8:3)

THE COMMAND NOT TO MEASURE THE OUTER COURT (2)

· Told not to measure the court outside the temple

· For it has been given to the Gentiles, who will tread the holy city under foot forty-two months (3 ½ years)

VERSE 2

· The sanctuary in John's vision had only one court which was not “measured”.

· Measuring indicates a judgment or indication of God's protection -- a separation from the common.

· It can also mean “to leave out of consideration” or to “remove from favor”.  The outer court had been given to the nations (Gentiles).

· The measured temple may symbolize:

· (1) The inner or spiritual life of the true worshipers which neither Satan nor his instruments of persecution can reach.  This is protected by God.  But he has not promised to protect the physical life of the Christians from being “trampled under foot”.

· (2) Those faithful to God, and the court without symbolizes the worldly or unfaithful to the church.

· What is the “holy city”? (1) old Palestinian Jerusalem (unlikely), (2) the new Jerusalem, coming down from heaven from God (21:2, 10) (probably this one).

· The vision indicates that although the faithful are numbered and measured, thus protected by the Lord, nevertheless, the church shall be despised and rejected by the Gentiles and trodden under foot for 42 months (3 ½ years, i.e. “a time of trial”).

· The holy city in the vision shall not be tramped under foot forever, but for a limited time only.  The 42 months indicates a period of trial, persecution and oppression.  This is the same period covered by the 1260 days of prophecy by the 2 witnesses.

THE TWO WITNESSES (3-14)

PROPHESYING FOR 1260 DAYS [42 MONTHS; 3 ½ YEARS] (3-6)

· Two witnesses given power to prophesy, clothed in sackcloth

· Identified as the two olive trees and two lampstands standing before God

· Those trying to harm them are devoured by fire from their mouths

· Having power: (1) To shut heaven so no rain falls during their prophesying, (2) To turn water to blood, (3) To strike the earth with plagues, as they desire.

VERSE 3

· The Lord proceeds to further assure his saints that prophesying and witnessing will not fail during this period.

· Who are the 2 witnesses?  Some theories:

· Moses/Enoch + Elijah?

· The church and its preachers?

· Old and New Testaments? The bible?

· Prophets and apostles?

· If used literally, it seems clear that this would be the Holy Spirit and apostles

· John 15:26 – He (the Holy Spirit) shall bear witness of me and you (apostles) shall also bear witness of me (see also Acts 5:32, 1 John 1:1-3, 5:7)

· If used figuratively, it could describe the total testimony to be given during this period of trial, not just by the Holy Spirit and the apostles, but by the saints as well – their confession of faith as they testified to the point of death.

· In the OT, 2 witnesses are needed to confirm testimony.  2 is symbolic of strength.

· 2 represents the number needed to convince the world of the testimony that Jesus is the Christ?

· They probably represent the witness of the church, with the number two signifying the strength of their witness.

· The witnesses came wearing sackcloth...

· Witnesses clothed in sackcloth (goat/camel hair) – worn for time of mourning, lamentation, penance, and in time of deep humility before God to seek his special favor.

· This was the characteristic garb of prophets.

· Worn by witnesses as they lamented the treading under foot of the holy city and their own oppression from enemies of the truth.  The sackcloth may indicate the saints desperate cries to God for help during the time of suffering.

VERSE 4

Zech 4 - 1(b) I answered, "I see a solid gold lampstand with a bowl at the top and seven lights on it, with seven channels to the lights. 3 Also there are two olive trees by it, one on the right of the bowl and the other on its left." 

11 Then I asked the angel, "What are these two olive trees on the right and the left of the lampstand?" 

13 He replied, "Do you not know what these are?" "No, my lord," I said. 

14 So he said, "These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth."

· The lampstands support the light, and the olive trees provide oil for the lamps.  God's witnesses would support and hold forth the light of truth (lampstand) which would be provided by the Spirit of God (olive tree).

· Revelation uses the lampstand as a symbol of the church – perhaps this is meant to indicate that the witnesses were to be associated with the church, perhaps as representatives or leaders.

· Zechariah describes these as “These are the two who are anointed to serve the Lord of all the earth.”

· God would amply supply his witnesses as they encouraged the saints and testified to the inhabitants of the earth concerning the grace and truth of God.

VERSE 5

· This vision draws on the well-known acts of various prophets (Elijah – drought, rain, fire from heaven), Moses (water into blood).  The figures symbolize power to the saints both for protection of the witnesses and conquest of their enemies.  This seemingly unlimited power came directly from God.

VERSE 6

· It is evident that the plagues during this time period were not literal – but this was a symbolic representation of the power of God which was behind the witnesses.

· No power could destroy these nor prevent their completing the work that God sent them to accomplish.  The powers exerted by the other prophets indicated the power supporting the witnesses to complete the mission God gave them.

WITNESSES KILLED AND ARE DEAD FOR 3 ½ DAYS (7-10)

· Their testimony finished, the beast will kill them

i. The beast that ascends from the bottomless pit

ii. Who will make war against them and overcome them

· Their dead bodies will lie in the street of the great city

i. Spiritually called Sodom and Egypt

ii. Where our Lord was crucified

· The peoples, tribes, tongues, and nation who dwell on the earth

i. Will see their bodies three and a half days

ii. Will not allow them to be put into graves

iii. Will rejoice over them, make merry, and exchange gifts, because the two prophets had tormented those who dwell on the earth

VERSE 7

· The beast was known to the readers – it will assume a more prominent role in Chapter 13.

· Comes from the Abyss – confusing and tormenting the world.

· Makes war with the witnesses, overcoming and killing them, but not until they have completed their testimony.

· The beast could not thwart God's purpose to reveal the truth, for though he killed the witnesses and sought to destroy their work, by then it was too late.

VERSE 8

· The great city (sometimes referred to as Babylon) indicates the sinfulness of the world – a city of sin and desolation – it is devoid of spiritual life, like Sodom and Gomorrah.

· Great city doomed to fall – men became afraid and “gave glory” to God, in their fear.

· No real repentance – only man's recognition of their impending downfall and God's enduring power.

VERSE 9

· Bodies of the witnesses referred to in the singular in Greek – indicating a singular purpose in speaking the truth.

· The bodies were looked upon by those from all nations (giving further evidence to the idea of the great city as a “world” city).

· Contempt by the sinful world shown in the world's treatment of the corpses.

· The 3 ½ days again represent a time of trial – with the “days” indicating a shorter period of time.

VERSE 10

· “Earth” refers to the unregenerate people, not those of the church.  These do not appear to be apostate members of the church, but citizens of the “great city”.

· Jesus said that the world would rejoice over his death (John 16:20), and now it rejoices over the death of his witnesses.

· Why would the world rejoice at the death of the witnesses?  The messages and lives of the witnesses had condemned the world, who refused to hear and change – thus they rejoiced when they were no longer being convicted by the word spoken by the witnesses.

RAISED AND ASCENDED TO HEAVEN (11-13)

· After 3 ½ days, the breath of life from God entered them

· They stood, and great fear fell on those who saw them

· A loud voice from heaven tells them to "Come up here"

· They ascend to heaven in a cloud as their enemies saw them

· In that same hour there was an earthquake

i. A tenth of the city fell

ii. Seven thousand men were killed

iii. The rest were afraid and gave glory to the God of heaven

VERSE 11

· After the resurrection, the world no longer rejoices, but fears as they behold the power of God.

VERSE 12

· Jesus' witness to the world had brought him death, but he was raised to be crowned victorious – so it is now with the 2  witnesses.  The Lord who sent them out now raises them from the dead and calls them to heaven – indicating a total and complete victory for his word of truth.

· All the enemies of the witnesses behold the resurrection and ascension of the witnesses and can now testify to the victory the witnesses have achieved.

VERSE 13

· In announcing God's judgment upon the ungodly, the scene of the great city is one of impending doom.

· Judgment is manifested in an earthquake that destroyed a 1/10 of the city (partial/restrained judgment) and left 7000 dead (a full, complete number).

· Possible indication of the breakup of old ways of paganism across the world?

· The rest of the “earth” was terrified and gave glory to God (again, not necessarily converted).

THIRD WOE/THE SEVENTH TRUMPET: THE KINGDOM PROCLAIMED (14-19)

The second woe is past; the third woe is coming quickly (without delay)! (14)

VERSE 14

· This statement serves as the transition between the 2nd and 3rd woes.

· 7th trumpet serves as a prelude to what happens in Chapters 12 and beyond.

· The 3rd woe does not usher in the final judgment, but signals the completion of God's mystery, which was looked for and sought by the prophets.

VICTORY PROCLAIMED (15)

· The seventh angel sounded his trumpet and there were loud voices in heaven saying, "The kingdoms of this world have become the kingdoms of our Lord and of His Christ, and He shall reign forever and ever!"

VERSE 15

· Not revealed if the voices are the angels or the living creatures – based on the past scenes, we can infer that this is probably the case, though.

· Their song is one of victory of the Lord and His Christ.

· The usurper of power (the beast) has been cast down and the power of rule is in God's hand now as it belongs.

THE TWENTY-FOUR ELDERS WORSHIP GOD (16-18)

· The elders fell on their faces and worshiped God

· Giving thanks to the Lord God Almighty, the One who is and who was and who is to come

· Because He has taken His great power and reigned

· The nations were angry, and His wrath has come

· The time has come

i. That the dead should be judged

ii. That His servants the prophets, the saints, and those who fear His name, should be rewarded

iii. That He should destroy those who destroy the earth

VERSE 16

· 24 elders indicate the redeemed of both covenants.

VERSE 17

· From these promises, it can be concluded that this is not an indication of the final coming of Christ and final judgment.

VERSE 18

· Daniel 7 – sounding of the trumpet seems to reveal the fulfillment of this passage.  Daniel's vision was of a beast that made war against the saints and prevailed against them, then came the time for judgment against the beast so the saints could possess the kingdom.

· From among both the Jews and Gentiles, the saints now see their cause triumphant.  With the prophets and saints rewarded, the time has come to destroy the corrupter of earth (the beast).

THE TEMPLE OF GOD OPENED IN HEAVEN (19)

· The temple of God was opened in heaven, and the ark of His covenant was seen in His temple

· There was lightning, noises, thunder, an earthquake, and great hail

VERSE 19

· Heaven now opened to reveal the ark of the covenant (contained the tablets of the covenant God had made with his people).

· The glory of God's presence dwelt above the ark.

· The presence of God and the ark, assured his people that, whatever may come, he would remember and keep his covenant with them.

· The veil had been torn in two – the way into the holy of holies had been laid open for us by Jesus.

SUMMARY OF REVELATION UP TO THIS POINT...

· With the seventh trumpet we reach the climax of the first half of the Revelation, in which we have been shown an overall look at the conflict.

· In general terms, the conflict between the Lamb and His enemies has been described, without really mentioning who those enemies are. What has been stressed is that the wrath of God and His Lamb was coming!

· Through the visions of the seven seals and seven trumpets we learn of the arsenal at God's disposal: military conquest, civil war, famine, pestilence, natural calamities, internal and moral decay, external invasion. Just as God used such instruments in His dealings with the nations in the Old Testament, so His Son would use His power to reign over the nations with a rod of iron (cf. 1:5; 2:27; 3:21).

· We have also seen visions designed to comfort the saints being oppressed by their enemies. God has taken notice of their suffering, and while persecution may temporarily be their lot, victory will ultimately be theirs! Even those who suffer death at the hands of their enemies are promised salvation and the blessing of being in the presence and care of the Lord. But nothing can totally stop their witness, and nothing can keep God from remaining true to His covenant with them!

