Chapter 12                                          REVELATION


The Mystery Revealed








Introduction:  Ch. 12
A. As seen in ch. 9:20-21 though evil governments & societies are routinely overthrown and new governments and societies arise, the real problem of sin continues.  At the end of chapter 9 it is inferred, though unstated, that the more important need is to break the power of sin over mankind.
B. In ch. 10:7 the angel declares that the 7th trumpet is about to sound and when it does the solution to this problem, AKA the mystery of God, will be revealed.  

C. Ch. 11:15 the 7th trumpet sounded and the mystery was no longer a mystery.  The angel said “The kingdom of this world has become the Kingdom of His Christ and He will reign forever and ever!”
D. The solution to the sin problem in chapter 9 also known as “the mystery” in chapter 10 is that God’s Son will come to earth and be sacrificed for our sins, breaking the hold that sin had on mankind, namely that sin causes certain eternal separation from God. 

I. Vs. 1-4 The dragon waits to devour the Child
A. Vs. 1, Woman clothed with sun, moon under feet, crown of 12 stars
1. sun – light, truth, as opposed to darkness
2. moon under feet – teacher of truth???
3. 12 stars – 12 tribes of Israel, 12 apostles
4. This woman is God’s people; the faithful remnant before Christ’s birth and the church after Christ’s death.
B. Vs. 2, With Child –  THE CHRIST – coming to defeat sin and death
C. Vs. 3 A great dragon – (vs. 9)
1. heads – knowledge like God

2. horns – worldly power

3. diadems – royalty

4. This dragon appears to be divinely knowledgeable, fully powerful and divinely royal.

D. Vs. 4, Dragon intends to devour the woman’s Child
1. stars thrown down – able to deceive the elect (Dan. 8:10)
2. Since Eden (Gen 3:15) Satan has known of the “Child”.
3. Satan knows to not destroy the Child is to be defeated 

a. Herod’s decree. (Mt. 2:13)

II. Vs. 5-6 The dragon does not succeed
A. Vs. 5, Man Child, rod of iron, caught up to God, His throne
1. Man Child – not just a male, as if fully grown, powerful
2. rod of iron – Christ will not waver (Ps. 2:6-9, Rev. 2:27)
3. caught-up to God – Satan did not have a chance!
4. His throne – CHRIST REIGNS! (11:15)
B. Vs. 6, Woman nourished one thousand two hundred and sixty days
1. woman – God’s people -  The Church
2. wilderness – Moses fled to be nourished, Jacob and sons nourished in Egypt,  Jesus and His parents fled to Egypt, Paul fled to Arabia, During times of danger God’s people are nourished in the wilderness.
3. one thousand two hundred and sixty days –  same as the "little while" while other saints are killed (6:11), as the holy city will be trodden under foot (11:2), as the two witness will testify in sackcloth (11:3), as the woman will be nourished (12:6, & 14,)  as the sea beast will have authority to act (13:5),  as Daniel’s “other king” will have power over time and laws (Dan 7:25) This is the period the period when the church will be under severe persecution due to Satan’s wrath.
a. Compare Satan’s 1260 days of authority with the Saints 1000 year reign! (20:4)

III. Vs. 7-12 The dragon takes the battle to Heaven & is defeated
A. Vs. 7, Satan followed Christ to defeat Him in heaven but never got close, Michael and his angels intercepted him
B. Vs. 8&9, Satan never to appear in heaven again (Job 1:6,11, 2:1,5)

C. Vs. 10, Four things come because the accuser has been thrown down.
1. salvation to mankind (Lk.3:6)
2. the full demonstration of God’s power (Heb. 2:14)
3. the Kingdom of God is established (Mt. 4:17)

4. the authority of Christ (Mt. 28:18)

5. Satan can not go to God with accusations against us, he must do his work on this earth.

D. Vs. 11, Saints overcome with:
1. blood of the Lamb

2. the word of their testimony

3. not loving their life even unto death

E. Vs. 12, Rejoice heavens and heaven dwellers, woe earth and sea.
1. heaven and Christians (Eph. 1:3, 2:6) rejoice, Satan is cast out

2. earth and the sea lament 
3. Satan very angry

4. short time – limited ability
IV. Vs. 13-17 The dragon attacks the woman and her children
A. Vs. 13, Satan now turns his attention from Christ to the church. 

B. Vs. 14, Wings of eagle, wilderness, time, times and a half time, serpent
1. wings of eagle – God protects with eagle’s wings  Ex. 19:4, Deut. 32:11, Ps. 36:7, Isa. 40:31
2. wilderness – vs.6

3. time, times and a half time – vs. 6

4. serpent – vs. 9 
C. Vs. 15, Water from Satan’s mouth to overwhelm (flood) the woman

1. this river comes from Satan’s mouth – Satan speaks lies (Jn. 8:44)

2. Satan will lie about Rome’s invincible power, emperor worship, lusts of the flesh, etc.
D. Vs. 16, Earth helped the woman by swallowing the dragon’s river
1. How much easier it is to detect Satan’s lies when we see the world buy in to them and we witness the pain and suffering brought on by the lies. 

E. Vs. 17, Satan’s anger grows, he makes war with her children
1. If the woman is the church then “her children” are the individual Christians that make-up that church.
2. Satan failed to destroy Christ on earth and in heaven.  He failed to destroy the church with his flood of lies.  He now turns his attention to the Christians.  They will be tried by tortures, killings, persecutions, etc. and will be tempted to deny Christ for the sake of their lives and their families, and by their own lusts to join the world and its pleasures.

Conclusion:  Satan was not victorious in destroying the Son of God.  In fact his apparent victory in killing God’s Son culminated in the defeat of sin by Christ’s sacrifice.  If that is not enough to infuriate Satan, his ability to appear in heaven to falsely accuse (vs. 10) God’s people has just been taken away forever!   (Job 1:6, 11, 2:1, 5, Rev. 12:7-9)
Satan’s reaction is to turn to the woman and her seed, the church and Christians.  Surely in its infancy the church, made up of simple mortals could be defeated.  As the church refuses to die Satan goes after the individuals who make-up the church.  He will use both trials and temptations through the reigning government and society at large in the hope of destroying the Christians and so win the battle once and for all. 
