Chapter 13                                          REVELATION


The Revelation Gets Specific

The Beast of the Sea and the Beast of the Earth


Introduction:  Ch. 13
A. In chs. 6-11 the Revelation tells in a generic way of kingdoms that arise, become extremely evil, and eventually fall. He tells of things that those kingdoms do and reasons they fall.  This is to give comfort to the Saints.  Regardless how evil their world becomes, if the Saints stay faithful and pray to God they will overcome, the evil government or society will be destroyed. 

B. In chs. 13 -20 the Revelation becomes specific to the problems of the Saints of that day.  Christ reveals the current government & society that is evil and persecuting the Saints.  He applies the principals revealed in chs. 6-11 and illustrates how the situation will be resolved.  Ch. 13 identifies the government and society of John’s day.
C. A study of Daniel’s dream in Daniel ch. 7 is helpful in supplying the information to break the code of ch. 13.  Daniel’s beasts:
1st.  lion


Babylon

2nd. bear


Medes & Persians

3rd. leopard

Greece

4th. terrible & dreadful
Rome

I.         Vs. 1-10, Daniel 7: 2-6, The Beast from the Sea
A.  Vs. 1-3, The beast described
1. vs. 1, Dan. 7:3&7, from the sea – rose-up from the sea of humanity, society

2. vs. 1, ten horns – complete power

3. vs. 1, seven heads – perfect knowledge

4. vs. 1, ten diadems – complete royalty, rule

5. Dan 7:12, The influence of the 1st three beasts lingered and was apparent in the fourth beast.

6. vs. 2, leopard, Dan. 7:6 – swift

7. vs. 2, bear, Dan. 7:5, - crushing
8. vs. 2, lion, Dan. 7:4 – tearing

9. vs. 2 the dragon… power, throne, authority - from Satan

10. vs. 3, head smitten – appeared to be dead but was not – probably Nero’s death ended persecution and Domition’s reign brought persecution to a new level

B. Vs.  4 & 8, The beast worshipped 
1. vs. 4, The world (society) clambered to be identified with the invincible Rome.  By making Rome their idol they were actually making Satan, who gave Rome her power, their idol.
2. Vs. 8, Everyone except Christians/Saints fell to Rome’s allure.

C. Vs. 5-7, The Beast’s actions 
1. vs. 5-6, arrogant words against God and those who dwell in heaven – living Saints are citizens of heaven (Phil. 3:30, Eph. 2:6) 
2. vs. 7, war with the Saints – Having authority over the civilized word, Rome, under Domition, had put herself at war against the church.

3. Vs. 6, forty two months – God has determined the limited time that Rome will have to persecute the Saints

D. Vs. 9-10, A warning to Christians – two possible meanings
1. If anyone captures or kills he will be reap the same.
2. If one is to be captured or killed he should endure it.

3. In either case the Saints are called on to have perseverance.

II. Vs. 11-15 The Beast from the Earth – Emperor Worship – Both Nero and Domition declared themselves God.  This practiced continued after Domition.
A. Vs. 11-14, The beast described
1. vs. 11, from the earth – this so called god came from the unregenerate 

2. vs. 11, two horns like a lamb – he appeared to be holy

3. vs. 11, spoke as a dragon – but was from Satan

4. vs. 12 authority of the 1st beast – the emperor had the full authority of Rome
5. vs. 12, makes the earth worship the 1st beast – emperor forced the worship Rome

6. vs. 13, performs great signs – signs are to convince the viewers of the signs

7. vs. 14, deceives dwellers of the earth – does not deceive Christians

8. vs. 14, convinces the earth dwellers to make an image of the 1st  beast – make the 1st  beast their idol – idol worship

B. Vs. 15-17 The beast’s actions
1. vs. 15, gave breath to the image of the beast – emperor worship gave life to Rome so that if people did not worship Rome they were to be killed.

2. vs. 16, a mark – The mark was not a physical mark just like the seal on the forehead of Christians was not a physical seal.  Emperor worship was a way to identify the Christians from everyone else.  If one did not bow to the emperor as god they were different.  

3. vs. 17, no buying or selling without the mark – daily persecution by the government and by society at large against those who did not worship the beast

C. Vs. 18, a warning to Christians – Christians should be careful to calculate who this self proclaimed god is.  He is not a god at all!
III. Vs. 16-18, The Mark from the Earth Beast 

A. vs. 18, The mark was not a physical mark just like the seal on the forehead of Christians was not a physical seal.  There was no tattoo artist employed by Rome to tattoo 666 on everyone’s hand or forehead.  This is a vision in code to be understood by Christians.  As the number 7 represents perfection and is often associated with Godly things (seven fruits of the Spirit, forgiveness 70x7 etc.) six is just less than 7.  God made man in His image.  Man is very much like God but man is not God.  The number 6 being just less than 7 tells the Saints that the emperor/god is just a man.  The number repeated 3 times is for emphasis
Summary:  Chapter 12 tells of Satan’s utter defeat when he challenged God face to face on earth and in heaven.  It also tells that Satan turned to fight God’s people while on this earth with the hope that he can defeat God by destroying the faith of His people.  Chapter 13 tells of the two tools Satan will use in the attempt to defeat the Saints on earth.  He will use the seemingly invincible government of Rome (sea beast) and the forced worship of the Roman emperor (earth beast).  God reminds His people that the emperor is only human and so can only destroy the body, not the body and soul.
