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REVELATION

“The Kingdom of God is Indestructible because God is in Control”

Introduction:  Revelation is the most controversial book of the Bible.  It is the recipient of more written interpretations than any other book ever written.  Most of these interpretations violate the principal that the Bible can interpret the Bible.  

Part I

A. When God gives a revelation or a vision, we must allow God to interpret the vision.  II Pet. 1:20-21, “Knowing this first, that no prophesy of the scripture is of any private interpretation.  For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.

1. This passage tells how prophesy came and how it was to be understood.

2. Interpretation based upon man’s guesses is at best suspect and usually wrong!

B. Knowledge of the Old Testament is essential.

1. The Kingdom is eternal, is clearly a prophesy in the Old Testament and fulfilled in the New Testament

2. Prophesied in Daniel, Isaiah, etc. established on Pentecost, eternal.

C. Two basic principals we need to keep in mind

1. God wants us to understand the message of the Revelation.

2. God will help us with understanding if we study and ask

D. The theme:  The Kingdom of God is Indestructible because God is in Control. 

1. We will approach the interpretation with this message as our guide.  

2. We will not allow ourselves to digress from this message.

I. Approaches Commonly Used in the Study of the Revelation (example; R.H. Larkin)


A. Futurist Method – This method places most of the book entirely in the future.



1. Objections to this method




a. inconsistent with Rev. 1:1-3





i. must – the Spirit says it must - imperative, needs to, will





ii. shortly – quickly, soon

b. futurist method moves the time into a future period

c. John is told not to seal-up the book (22:10) which is opposite of Dan. 12:9 who was told to seal the book.

B. Continuous Historical Method – This method is a forecast, in symbols, of the history of the Church. (example; Albert Barnes)



1. Objections to this method

a. no comfort to the church of that day even thought that is why the       book was written



b. moves the time into the future



c. Places too much emphasis on the Roman apostate church




i. this makes the scope too narrow




ii. causes details of interpretation that are absurd

d. leads to calculation of times and periods which have been proven wrong by history

C. Preterist Method – This method is the opposite of the futurist method.  It presents the view that everything was fulfilled in John’s day. (example, Summers)


1. Objections to this method

a. This method would place chapters 21-22 in the past and would leave nothing for the present day Christian.

D. Historical Background, Prophetic Principal Method – This is the approach we will follow


1. Look at the background of the prophets of the Old Testament



a. look at the application for his day



b. apply the principal to us


2. Six guidelines we will use



a. the message is primarily for the church of John’s day



b. the book is mostly in symbols



c. uses Old Testament terminology with New Testament meaning

d. we’ll grasp the vision as a whole even if we can’t understand all the details

e. symbolic language requires imagination; literal translation will be very limited

f. we’ll agree that if it looks like a duck, walks like a duck and quacks like a duck, it is a duck

II. Author – John

A. Internal evidence

1. 1:1 “Servant of Jesus Christ”

2. 1:9 “Fellow sufferer and known by the brethren of Asia Minor”

3. 22:8 “He saw and head the things recorded”

4. 1:1, 1:4, 1:9, 22:8 the author names himself

5. 19:13 “His name is called the Word of God”, compare to John 1:1 & 1:14.  Only the apostle John uses the word “Logos” in this manner.

B. External evidence

1. All the early church fathers accepted the apostle John as the author

2. His authorship was never questioned until the second century

III. The Recipient of the Book

A. 1: 4, 1:11 – The seven churches of Asia

1. They were representative of all the churches

2. Their conditions would be found in all churches

3. They were ideally located to spread the message

IV. Conditions during the 1st Century


A. Current Roman Emperor intends to stamp out Christianity


B. Ten reasons why the church was persecuted:



1. Christianity was an illegal religion



2. Christianity aspired to universality



3. Christianity was an exclusive religion



4. Christians were accuse of all manner of evil



5. Christians were opposed to going to war



6. Christians were chiefly of the poor and outcast



7. Christians were thought to be Jews

8. Christianity came into conflict with many temporal interests of the    Romans



9. Christians were looked upon as fanatics



10. Christians refused to worship the emperor

V. Conditions of the Roman Empire

A.  Rome was enjoying her greatest moment.



1. Rome’s boundaries 




a. British Isles to the African desert




b. Atlantic Ocean to the Euphrates River


B.  Rome’s army was still invincible

VI. The Prophetic Principal

A. To understand the principle one must first understand the nature of prophecy

1. Rev. 1:3, 22:18-19 – Revelation is a book of prophecy

2. O.T. prophecy (major and minor) is a message for the people of the day and every time it is to repentance

3. A prophet was to preach what God bid him preach

a. Jonah 3:2 “The preaching I bid thee”

b. Micah 3:8 “To declare unto Jacob his transgressions”

4. Prophecy has to be applicable to the day

Example: Amos 6:1-6 – This was for people in Amos’ day and could not apply to me.  The prophecy does not apply to me but the principles are applicable to me.

a. I don’t live in Zion

b. I am not one of the notable men

c. I have never laid on a bed of ivory

d. I have never eaten out of the flock

e. I have never invented music like David

f. I don’t drink wine in bowls

B. Now look at the book as a book of prophecy

1. II Pet. 1:19-21 – not by private interpretation

   a. Jer. 1:11 “I see a rod of an almond tree”



b. Jer. 1:13 “I see a boiling pot

C. All signs are to be interpreted by God

1. Seven golden candlesticks = seven churches

2. Seven stars = Seven angels

3. Ch. 13 – What is the beast that comes out of the sea?

a. Dan. 7 – There’s the beast

VII. The significance of Numbers & their multiples

1. One = unity - Eph. 4:3-6, Rev. 17:13

2. Two = strength – Lk 10:1, Eccl. 4:9-11

3. Three = the number of God – the divine number - (Father, Son and Spirit) Mt 28:19

Also whole or fullness, Mt. 26:69ff & Jn.21:15-17 Peter denied and confessed Christ 3 times – Ac 10:16 Peter’s vision 3 times – Acts 10: 40 Jesus raised on the third day

4. Four = great tribulation followed by change – Gen 7:12, Ex. 16:35, Lk. 4:2, 

5. Five = small amount but complete – I Cor. 14:19, Mt. 25:5

6. Six = man’s number – ??? we’ll look closer later

7. Seven = perfect  completeness – Mt. 15:36 & 37, Ac. 6:3

8. eight, nine and eleven don’t seem to have significance

9. Ten = completeness often in association with power, (see thousand)

10. Twelve = God’s people – represented by 12 tribes of Israel and 12 apostles

11. Three and one half = incomplete number, temporary, an event with a distinct ending point – trial hardship and testing – Lk. 4:25, James 5:17, Dan 7:25

12. One thousand =  exaggerated completeness = Ps. 50:10, Deut. 7:9

VIII. The purpose of the book

A. To comfort and encourage the church of John’s day (and of all time) to be faithful

1. Because the church will triumph!

a. Overcoming the great tribulation of that time

b. Martyrs have already triumphed

c. Final church triumph is that the church is eternal

2. Because Satan will be defeated!

a. Rev. 18-19 – defeat of anti-Christian world forces

b. Rev. 20:11-15 – defeat of wicked people

c. Rev. 20:10 – defeat of Satan himself

3. Because God is always in control!!!!!!!

a. Rome is the most powerful nation on earth

b. Rome is possibly the most powerful nation ever

c. Rome is possibly the most powerful nation there will ever be

d. Rome will fall when Christians pray and God answers

IX. Date of the writing of the Revelation – AD 68 or 96?

A. The persecuting beast has been interpreted as being Jerusalem, Rome, the Catholic church, Mussolini, Hitler and others.  The 96 AD theory rules out Jerusalem.

B. This study will follow the 96 AD date

1. Domition’s persecution – Nero’s persecution was not the threat that Domition’s was

C. Reasons for rejecting the 68 AD theory

1. Ephesus has lost her 1st love – Rev. 2:4

2. Sardis is already dead

3. Laodecia was destroyed by an earthquake in Nero’s reign but has now been rebuilt – 3:14

4. The Church has become a major player in the Empire.  This would have taken some time.

5. Nero pestered the Church for personal and political reasons, Domition intended to destroy Her!

6. John was banished, which was a common thing by Domition

7. The Roman Empire has become a great antagonist of the Church

8. Perhaps the book itself will give us the date – Rev. 17:10

